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Give reforms Iin
Rome a chance

Deal between Renzi and Berlusconi showld be built wpon

The eurczone crisis bas brought to
the fore the extensive weaknesses
crippling  Taly's  unreformed
economy. Yet an often overiooked
factor is that many of these
fgilings can be fraced back to
Rome’s  coustitutional set-ap.
which has made # virtually impes-
sible for successive goverbments
to shake up the country’s eco-
nomie institutions.

Italy’s legislative process is
based on a byzantine hicameral
systeny, where each bill has to be
approved in both houses of parlia-
ment before betoming law, Many
Key dreas of govermment - for
example enerey policy ~ have been
gevolved to Ttaly's 20 régions, add-
ing to the political logiam. The
country's electoral law ~ recently
rectified by the constitutional
court - efshrilies a proportional
systeny that all bub ensures that
Ttaly is governed by unstable
revelving-door coalitions.

Bo far, the quarrelsome coalition
government led: by Enrico Letfa
has failed to set Maly on a path to
meaningful political change. Yat
the election of Matiso the
yvouthful mavor of Flor gecs
retary of the Democratic party fast
Desamber has reKindled fresh
for reform.. Last weekend Mt
struek o wideranging deal with
Silvio Berluseoni, who s still
leader of the rentre»r:ghf opposk
tion Forza Italid party in splte af a
criminal conviction.

The agreement would radically
eurb the powers of the Senate, one
of the two branches of parliament,
transforming i into litte more
thin a consaltative body composed
of local representatives. The el
tral govermment in Ronie swould
reclaim from the regions moré con:
trol over sectors such as onergy,
tourism and transport.

Most importantly, Italy would
have a new electoral law based on
a twooround systemi that would
grant the winning coalition 4
working majority of at ledst 58 per
ceiil of the seats. The new law
would also set high. thresholds for

smaller partiés to -enter parlis;\p‘féaéh about.

‘mately umﬁanmne. his ax

‘ment, which ghould help fo reduce

political fragmentation,

The exaet terms of the pact will
be subject 1o negotiation over the
coming months. Whatever is
agreed will have to be serutini
to- enstre it does 1ot breach the
guidelines set down by the consti-
titional court in its ruling on the
previous electoral law i Decem-
ber. Yet so long as the basic
structure of ‘the deal remaing in
place; the reform package shouid

wosome-way 1o ake Italy more

governable. Since the representa-
tives in the Senate would not be

‘paid, the chﬁuges would also help

cut the bloated cost of the political
system, which hag triggered wide-
spread  anger and disiltusion
among voters.

Of “course, ‘Mr ]
carries significant risks. The mi;
startling is the decision -fo negoti:
ate’ with Mr Berlusconi, Haly's
leagt reliable politiciad. Time dnd
againover the past two decades, i
Cavnliere has outfoxed hix leftwing
Qp;jﬂﬁ&ﬂf& breteliding 1o be-fter-
ested in coustitutional reformionly
{o turn ‘the tables when g deal 'was
no longer in his favour. However,
sines Iraly’s other parties have
showiy 1Htle dnterest i passing an
electoral law that would guarantee
workable majorities, Mr Rel
left with no real option bot talking
t0 Mr Beriusconi.

The other daiger comes from the
leftwing of the Democrats, which
opposes the deal out of a fear of
being wiarginalised and may opt 1o
break ‘away from the party The
fypleally brash Mr
to use a more conge
avoid z sehism that cou

to becorme Haly's next pime
ter. Mediatioty, however, sho
not become air excuse for }nasimn

: _ s to
get thines done It he is unableto
transform hig proposed electoral
teforms into law, Voters will find #
far hatder to believe in the more
farceaching changes heso likes o
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